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President’s Report:

As I'look back on the past year, [ am amazed at how quickly the time has passed. In the beginning
I was concerned that we needed to add programs and activities to engage our membership. I still
believe that we need to find new ways and activities to engage more of our membership more
actively. However, most of the time I was more concerned with finding time and space for the
many activities which were going on! One simply has to look back at our newsletters to see all
the events and activities going on within the organization.

Most of all I am grateful and thankful to the many people who make this organization an active
and living group. Most visible are the weekly activity chairs, Dave Mannering for Tech Studies
and Cal Cink for the Garden Seminar organizing activities bi-weekly for 9 months of the year.
Then there are the many other groups who do not regularly meet at the Alumni Center: Drama,
Cinema studies, the Book Group, Games theory, Old Time Radio, the lunch bunch and Tai Chi.
We have had Arts & Sciences lectures, Armchair Travels, Potluck dinners and out of town travel
experiences. Linda Mullens wears several hats: Treasurer, Membership, and Potluck dinners.
Then there are all the other forms of support: Dave Mannering with tech support, Jim Woelful and
the Library, Jo Cink with Care Correspondence, Cal & Jo coordinating our collection of food each
February for the Campus Cupboard. Laurie Doud effectively pulls together the newsletter each
month, aided by Audrey Kamb-Studdard. Thanks as always to Derek Kwan and the Lied Center
staff for providing tickets to our group for a performance each year at the Lied Center. This year
we had over fifty people attend the concert by Aristo Sham, the Van Cliburn Gold Medal winning
pianist.

But I would like to highlight another group of people who are less visible to the full membership:
the volunteers who bring the treats to the Wednesday coffee each week, Cal & Jo Cink for bringing
cake the third Wednesday each month, and the many folks who set up for the coffee hour and just
as important, clean up afterwords. This isn’t a named group with a “chair”, but a small army of
folks who make sure everything functions smoothly each week for the group. That we have
napkins, creamer, tea, plates & forks and everything to make the coffee hour operate smoothly.
Thank you for all that you do!

This year has also been a year of change in our relationship to the KU Alumni Association, now
known as KU Alumni. In July 2025 the Alumni Association ended its model of paid annual dues
for membership in KU Alumni. Since the Endacott Society operates as an affiliate group of KU
Alumni, historically membership (paid) was a condition of membership in the Endacott Society.
By eliminating membership dues for the Association, membership in the Endacott Society now
simply requires retirement from KU, its affiliated corporations, or another university. I think that
over time, as we communicate this more widely, this will help us increase membership. It does
require some changes to our Bylaws to recognize that Alumni membership is no longer a
requirement for Endacott membership. We are also taking the opportunity to clean up some other
out of date language in the Bylaws. The recommended changes were sent out via email to the
membership. We will need to vote at the Annual Meeting to amend the Bylaws.

As I close my remarks, I need to offer my special thanks to Dave Mannering. Dave has been a
long time (40+years) friend and running partner and he got me involved in the Endacott Society.
He has been a source of great support and a sounding board throughout this past year. I am looking



forward to stepping back somewhat and hope to offer Gary Minden any help I can as he takes over
the role of President. Thank you all for a good year!

Lindy Eakin

Minutes of the 2024-2025 Annual Meeting of the Endacott Society

On June 25, 2025, President Kevin Boatright called the annual meeting to order at 10:30 am in the
Paul Adams Room in the Adams Alumni Center. The 2024-2025 Annual Report was projected on
the five screens and also posted a week earlier on www.EndacottSociety.org.

President’s Report: Kevin Boatright thanked all who assisted his work this year, officers and
committees. In meeting with Heath Peterson, head of KUAA, he found that the name is
officially KU Alumni and includes both campuses. He briefly highlighted aspects of his report.

Further discussion of our relationship with KU Alumni. He mentioned the report from RBBC.
He has tried to reach out to Med Center alumni office. He expressed his wish that we continue
to try for a relationship with the Med Center retirees..

Treasurer’s Report: Pam Houston explained some of the funding sources and expenses this year.
The report was approved.

Minutes: David Bushouse presented the June 26, 2024 meeting minutes published in the Annual
Report, which were approved.

Standing Committee Reports:

Endacott Society Membership, Linda Mullens
Linda Mullens was not present. Kevin discussed aspects of recruiting new members.

Nominating Committee

President-Elect: Gary Minden
Secretary: Betty Bunce
Treasurer: Linda Mullens

Submitted by the Nominating Committee:

David Mannering, Past President and Committee Chair
The slate was approved by acclamation.

President-Elect Lindy Eakin spoke briefly about looking forward to the coming year.

Meeting adjourned at 11:10.
M. David Bushouse, Secretary


http://www.endacottsociety.org/

Treasurer’s Report 2025-2026

FY26 (July 2025-June 2026) Endacott Budget Report

Phillips Petroleum Fund for Endacott Activities

As of June 4, 2026
Allocation Expenses
17797.18
Wednesday Coffees(June 2025-April 2026) 7204.80
Birthday Cakes (July 2025-May 2026) 493.54
Senior Resource Center 290.00
Games 131.98
Theory
Potluck Dinners (June 2025-May 2026) 4928.63
Miscellaneous 459.29
Remaining anticipated/estimated expenditures:
June Birthday 46.27
May Wednesday Coffee 646.75
Total 693.02
Projected Balance =
$3595.92
The Annual KUA operating subsidy per
the March 2023 Memorandum of understanding is $5000
I will process the FY27 1Layment using $3595.00 from the
Phillips Fund and $1405.00 from the Expression of
Appreciation Fund
Expressions of Appreciation Fund
Beginning Balance - July 1, 2025 $64,447.18
Transfer from Phillips - balance 1,198.16
Contributions 1,805.00
Investment Distributions 2,315.20
Annual Transfer of distribution 8,148.55
Ending Balance $77,925.09

Respectfully Submitted | Linda Mullens, Treasurer




Standing Committees:
Membership Report

May 31, 2026

1. Membership as of June 2025 was 389. As of May 2026, the membership was 323.
Snapshots, however, are sometimes difficult to compare since annual memberships come due
throughout the year for individuals. According to the Alumni Association, we gained 11 new
members during this academic year.

2. Tobtained lists of retired faculty and staff from July 2024 thru June 2025. The list totaled 103 retirees.
The process to obtain this list was modified. I no longer contact KU Human Resources directly. The
request now must be made through the KU Provost’s Office.

3. Asin prior years, the Endacott group suggested that we also ‘re-recruit’ those who retired in 2024 (106
retirees). There was a tremendous transition in membership recruitment within the Alumni Association.

They had changed to remove membership dues, and thus the removal of membership dues for the

Endacott Society. Contact with recent retirees did not occur until December 2025.

a. Worked with the Alumni Association to create letters to the recent retirees and also the 2024
retirees.

b. On December 10, 2025 a letter was sent to these two groups of retirees inviting them to be guests at

the upcoming January Evening Lecture and Dinner. Five new retirees attend the January 2026
dinner.
c. Evaluate success of the process.

- As suggested in prior years, we re-contacted those who have been retired one year or longer to
inquire about their interest in joining Endacott.

- It has been suggested that we list the latest retirees in a fall newsletter. This_was not done.

- The Brochure was not updated and was not included in the membership letter. It needs to be
updated and reprinted prior to 2026 recruitment activities.

4. Membership recruitment is an ongoing project. Working with Hala Hamid of the KU Alumni

Association is delightful. Due to reorganization within the Alumni Association, I do not think she will

be the person I will work with in the future.

Linda Mullins

Nominating Committee 2026-2027

The bylaws state that “The immediate Past President shall serve as Chair of the Nominating
Committee and shall by February 1 appoint a minimum of two additional members to this
Committee, which shall meet to prepare a slate of officers to be presented at the Annual Meeting.”
The bylaws also state that "The President-Elect [i.e., Gary Minden] shall succeed to the Presidency
the following year without election." All officers begin their terms on July 1.

As Past President, I asked Linda Mullens, Betty Bunce and Mary Jane Dunlap to assist me in this
assignment. In the Endacott newsletter, in emails to the Retirees list, and in announcements at the
weekly Endacott coffee meeting, I invited suggestions for officers and encouraged all interested
persons to contact me if they wished to be considered for election. I did not receive any suggestions
or volunteers, though Linda and Betty expressed their willingness to continue as Treasurer and
Secretary, respectively.

The Nominating Committee met and discussed a number of good options for the position of
President-Elect. It is worth noting that, as of July 1, there will be 10 former Presidents or Co-
Presidents active in Endacott. Put another way, at any given Wednesday morning coffee meeting
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about a third of the participants are former Presidents. It’s good to have that much experience and
corporate memory in the room! They are among our most engaged members, but Presidents serve
for one year — and are ineligible to succeed themselves in office. In a sense, we have a somewhat
limited pool to choose from — though, with payment of KU Alumni dues no longer a requirement
for membership, anyone who meets the eligibility criteria could be nominated and serve as an
officer if elected.

(The bylaws don’t disbar a former President from serving again later, but in Endacott’s 43 years
it’s only happened once: when Dave Mannering stepped forward in 2023 at the sudden passing of
President-Elect Paul Willhite.)

The Endacott Society Nominating Committee is pleased to recommend the following slate of
candidates for election at the annual meeting on June 24:

President-Elect: Pam Houston
Treasurer: Linda Mullens (incumbent)
Secretary: Betty Bunce (incumbent)

Pam retired in 2005 as director of Undergraduate Services for the College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences, with 24 years of service at KU. She was Endacott treasurer from 2020-25. Thanks to
her, Linda and Betty for their willingness to serve as officers during 2026-27!

Kevin Boatright

Newsletter Report

Well, I’ve received no complaints or objections to the newsletter, so you’re stuck with me for
another year.

I am deeply grateful for Audrey Kamb-Studdard willingness to again proofread the newsletter
before it goes out! I'm so fortunate she is continuing to take on this role, and I value her
suggestions.

I'm also thankful for all the Event Chair’s detailed program information. They are a wonderful
group to work with. (Nobody can quit!).

Laurie Doud, Editor

Scrapbook (formerly Bulletin Board and Scrapbook)

Items in the scrapbook mostly contain the monthly newsletters, obituaries, articles featuring our
members and letters to the editor printed in the Lawrence Journal World. I’m starting on the
second album.

Laurie Doud

Care Correspondence

Several Endacott members donated a variety of beautiful and meaningful cards for my use during
the year, and I appreciate their thoughtfulness. The notes I sent out included Birthdays (39),
Sympathy (2), Get Well (8), Anniversary (3), Thankyou (1), and Out-Reach (17), which includes
Thinking of You and Holiday cards. The card total (70) was nearly the same as the previous year.
It has been my honor to provide this service.

Jo Cink



KU Retiree Rights and Benefits Committee

The Retirees Rights and Benefits was not active this year.
See: https://governance.ku.edu/retirees-rights-and-benefits for further information.

Gary J. Minden

Events and Activities
Armchair Travel
November 13 2025

Ron Schorr shared his experiences from his “North Pacific Odyssey”, a Viking cruise from
Vancouver BC and coastal Alaska to Japan.

December 4 2025

Kevin Boatright traveled to Japan in October as a member of the official nine-person Lawrence
delegation visiting our sister city Hiratsuka and showed highlights of the week-long experience.

January 22 2026

Richard Kershenbaum and Jenny Lattimore gave a travelog on their recent trip to Georgia (the
other one not in US).

March 19 2026

Omofolabo Ajayi-Soyinka spoke of her 2025 visit to Kenya for the African Literature Association
Conference and her subsequent tourist travel to Nairobi and Diani.

May 8 2026

“Rapa Nui “(Easter Island). Rex Buchanan, who worked for the Kansas Geological Survey,
spoke of his 2025 trip to Easter Island. He was joined by his travelling companion, Joe Gatti.
Ron Schorr

Arts and Sciences Afternoon Lecture Programs

This activity returned to a more-normal and regular schedule in 2025-26. Attendance also
improved, both among Endacott members and other participants. I continue to welcome
suggestions for speakers and advice on how to promote attendance.

Highlights of the year were:

September 11, 2025, Val Stella, “Contemporary Art and History of the Haida People of Haida
Gwaii, British Columbia, and Alaska”.

November 20, 2025, Elizabeth Cox, assistant professor, William Allen White School of Journalism
and Mass Communications, “Use of Name, Image, and Likeness (NIL) partnerships as a
vehicle to strengthen relationships between teams and their fan bases.

February 19, 2026, Val Stella, "How Does This Pill Know Where to Find the Place That Hurts?"

May 14, 2026, Adam Courtney, “The KU Innovation Park: What It Is, What It Does, and Why It
Matters to KU and the Community”

Kevin Boatright


https://governance.ku.edu/retirees-rights-and-benefits

Cinema Studies

Cinema Studies were scheduled three times each month at the Lawrence Public Library during
the year, the second and fourth Tuesdays and the third or fourth Friday. Since

March, short Documentary movies have been scheduled at the Adams Alumni Center on the third
Wednesday each month following our regular Business Meeting. Descriptions of all movies to
be shown were published in our monthly Newsletters.

We met a total of 23 times this year thanks to the weather. The total number of attendees was
122 this year.

The average number attending each movie was five and we hope enjoyed by everyone. Thank
you!

J. Tom Adams and Nora Clark, Co-Chairs

Drama Studies

Drama Studies has read and discussed a remarkable variety of plays this year from geographically
varied playwrights, from Kansas to Africa and points in between. We meet in the Art Room at
Pioneer Ridge, who have been our generous hosts for several years now, on the first and third
Tuesdays at one thirty. We welcome visitors and readers.

Here is the list:

In 2025:

September:_Life's a Dream by Pedro Calderon de la Barca.

October: The School for Wives, by Moli¢re.

November: Fences, by August Wilson.

December: The American Dream, by Edward Albee.

In 2026:

January: Ti-Jean and his Brothers, By Derek Walcott.
February: Hedda Gabler, by Henrik Ibsen.

March: Twilight: Los Angeles 1992, by Anna Deavere Smith
April: Tegonni. by Femi Osofisan.

May: Come Back, Little Sheba, by William Inge.

June: The Merchant of Venice, by Shakespeare.

July: Antigone, by Jean Anouilh.

Michael Shaw

Endacott at the Lied Center

This year Derek Kwan, Executive Director of the Lied Center once again invited Endacott Society
members as a group to attend a selected performance as part of the Lied Series. The group voted
to attend the performance of Aristo Sham, winner of the Van Cliburn Gold Medal in March. We
had a good turnout of slightly over 50 members. We are grateful that Derek and the Lied Center
continue this tradition of allowing the Endacott Society to attend a performance at no cost.

Lindy Eakin



Evening Lecture and Potluck Dinner Series

Four annual lectures and potlucks are usually scheduled throughout the year (except summer).
They are advertised in the monthly Endacott Newsletter and by email to the Retirees listserve.

Ben Shepleyat the Alumni Center provided for the presenter’s audio-visual needs and arranged
for the table layout and bartenders. President Lindy Eakin arranged for the speakers. Linda
Mullens manages the event, reservations, orders food and coordinates the catering from Hy Vee.

2025-2026  Presenter Program Title Attendance
October 23 ~ Mary Burchill The Life & Legacy of Elizabth Watkins 42
January 29  Dr. Kristen Baum The Monarch Watch Program 47
March 26 Steve Nowak The Watkins Museum of History 62
May 7 Elspeth Healey The History of the Book (at Spencer) 49
Lindy Eakin

Games Theory

In 2025-26 Games Theory was offered as a collaborative venture between the Endacott Society
and the Senior Resource Center (SRC). The focus was on games that were easy to learn and
suitable for large groups. Games Theory sessions were held in the Garden Room at the SRC on
the third Thursday of each month at 1:30 PM. In May of this year Games Theory moved
permanently to Tuesday, same day of the month and same time. A variety of group games,
including Face-the-Music, Apples to Apples, Spoons, Family Feud and Balderdash (and others),
were played. On average, about 8-10 participants attended each event over the course of 11

months. The attendees seemed to have a good time and provided valuable input on future games
for the 2026-27 year.

Steven Lee

Garden Seminar

Garden Seminar in-person meetings were held on the second and fourth Wednesdays of the
month (September- May) with an average attendance of 6-10 members. Programs included in
person visits by Sharon Ashworth, our local Douglas County Extension Horticulturist,power
point lectures, and videos on gardening tips and travels to famous gardens. Among the most
attended programs was the showing of favorite nature themed photographs of the Endacott
members at large, and field trips to local demonstration gardens. We had 18 interesting meetings
this year, including the following topics:

Oh Feathers! and Fancy Male Birds

Audubon Photography Award Winners

Successful Community Garden Spaces

Dish Gardens

Where have all the Birds Gone?

2 Garen Smart videos on Designing Flower Beds

Gibbs Garden Daffodill Festival

Share your Favorite Nature Photographs
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Succulents with Ron Schorr

Growing Vegetables and Pollinator Plants in Containers

Guided Tour of Douglas County Extension Demonstration Gardens
A Visit to Susan Rendell’s Garden

Cal and Jo Cink: Co-chairs of the Garden Seminar

Great Books

In 2025-26, we continued to meet on Zoom at 1:30 pm on the second Wednesday of each month.
We read and discussed novels, novellas, short stories, autobiography, and journalism by noted
authors past and recent. With a core group of 10-12 “regulars” in attendance, our discussions are
consistently lively and enriching. I thoroughly enjoy and appreciate their company and never fail
to have my own ideas widened and deepened by their contributions.

The readings for 2025-26 were the following:

July 2025: F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby

August: Simone de Beauvoir, Inseparable
September: ~ No meeting
October: Kurt Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse-Five

November:  Muriel Spark, The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie

December: Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol

January 2026: Martin Luther King, Letter from Birmingham City Jail and “Pilgrimage to
Nonviolence” from Stride Toward Freedom

February: Alice Walker, In Love & Trouble: Stories of Black Women, nine stories

March: Salman Rushdie, three stories from The Eleventh Hour: “South,” “Late,”
and “The Old Man in the Piazza”

April: John Updike, Of the Farm

May: Martha Gellhorn, The Face of War: Introductions, “The War in Spain,”
“The Second World War,” “Interim,” and Conclusion

June: E. M. Forster, Where Angels Fear to Tread

Jim Woelfel

Library Report

The largest portion of the Endacott library collection, occupying the east wall of our office, is the
oral histories of members past and present. The rest of the collection, in shelves on the

south wall, consists of books and other publications, organized into the following categories:
Kansas history, KU history, nature and gardening in Kansas, and the arts in Kansas and at KU.
Each of those categories also preserves works by and about KU and Kansas authors.

A recent addition to the collection is Mary Dresser Burchill and Norma Decker Hoagland’s

book The Life and Legacy of Elizabeth Miller Watkins: A Pioneering Philanthropist

(University Press of Kansas, 2023). At our October 2025 potluck the co-authors gave a
fascinatingly informative talk about the book and its remarkable subject.

Jim Woelfel
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Lunch Bunch

Every week following our Wednesday coffee meetings, a group of gregarious members meet for
lunch. During the winter and when the weather was unpleasant, we met at various

restaurants in town. When the weather was nice, we met in the Weinberg Pavilion at the
Lawrence Rotary Arboretum

Ron Schorr

Old Time Radio Shows

On the last Monday of the month from July through November John Nicholson presented three
old-time radio programs via Zoom. The programs were vintage comedies, mysteries, westerns,
and dramas. This year he added a few music top hit lists as well. In December the program took
its regular break. From January through June John rescheduled or canceled several presentations
for health reasons, and the show is currently on hold.

David Mannering (for John Nicolson)

Oral History Project

The Oral History Project continues to move along. We lost several interviewers last year but
have picked up a couple of new folks. Thanks to Folabo Ajayi-Soyinka and Susan Twombly for
stepping up. We continue to reach out to recent retirees and have completed or scheduled a
number of interviews. We continue to work with Spencer Research Library where we also
deposit copies of the interviews. Our hope is to recruit additional interviewers for the coming
year (if you are interested in being an interviewer, please contact me) and keep up the work of
recording our common history.

Lindy Eakin

Out of Town Travel

On October 9, 2025, The Endacott Society Day Trip was to the Museum of Art and Light (MoA+L)
in Manhattan, KS. The MoA+L featured 3 rotating exhibitions featuring immersive experiences,
new digital media and works of contemporary art. On March 13, 2026, the Endacott Society took
a day trip to the newly renovated Kansas History Museum in Topeka, KS. There we toured several
new exhibits including “Bleeding Kansas” and reacquainted ourselves with some “old” standbys.
On May 15, 2026, the Endacott out of town travel group visited the Kansas City River Market area
to explore the Arabia Steamboat Museum. The museum is a time capsule of life on the American
frontier in the mid-19" century. The Arabia sank in an 1856 explosion and was not recovered until
it was found buried 45 feet deep in a farm field some distance from the current course of the
Missouri River.

Dave Marden and Judy Niebaum
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Service Project -Endacott Society Food Drive for the KU Campus Cupboard

Through the generosity of the Endacott Society Wednesday Coftfee group, we collected a record
417 food items in our February meetings, surpassing last year's 271. It included 54 different types
of food items. Several members gave financial contributions to the Campus Cupboard through KU
Endowment.

Cal and Jo Cink

Student Ambassadors

ACTIVITY's PURPOSE: "To facilitate meaningful dialogue within students’ 'life
cycles' and encourage interaction and sharing with members of our society and their
individual unique careers."

The Mini Golf Group was initiated last year at the Senior Resource Center

(SRC). It ended with the expansion of activities at the practice greens of Orchards Golf Course
on Bob Billings Pkwy and Eagle Bend Golf Course east of Clinton Lake. I learned that golf was
an excellent tool to use to meet students that were having difficulties. I demonstrated simple golf
tips that were easy to use and opened a dialog with them to share backgrounds and goals.

I visited Eagle Bend and Orchards practice greens a total of 140 times last year looking for
golfers with problems. On 87 of those visits I was able to open conversations with over 220
individuals. Each of those visits I talked to groups of one to four persons that lasted 15 to 45
minutes. On the other visits I just practiced my game to sharpen my skills.

On one occasion [ was invited to describe the game of golf and the use of the putter to a group of
high school students. Their teacher taught a course on recreation and healthful living. He took
the classes to different recreational locations. That particular day was "golf day" and they came
to Orchards Golf Course. They came in 4 buses, 40 students at a time and I thought afterward,
"Be careful what you wish for."! I had justl0 minutes with each group before they separated
into small groups to practice.

J Tom Adams

Tai Chi

We spent the year practicing indoors at the Senior Resource Center, meeting regularly, Fridays at
9:00, learning and practicing Yang Style Tai Chi 24 adapted for seniors, unimpeded by adverse
weather. Members who have stuck with the practice have made great advances in learning, as well
as notable improvement in balance, in strength, in gracefulness, and in moving under smooth
control.

So long as the group's satisfaction remains high, we will continue to improve indefinitely.

Haskell Springer

Technology Studies

Technology Studies had 17 programs which met at 9:00AM on the first and third Wednesdays in
the Alumni Center. I gave 15 presentations, and Jack Horner gave 2. There were no programs in
July or August. Annual presentations were Tot Toys Bot Toys, Highlights of the Consumer
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Electronics Show, and What the Heck Is It? Other presentation topics included data centers, fusion
reactors, gravity waves, aviation technology, robots, autonomous vehicles, vending machines,
marble machines, music synthesis, and several topics on artificial intelligence.

David Mannering

Technology Support

I provided laptop and projection support for a few presentations. Each month I posted the
newsletter and updated the calendar on the Endacott Society web site. KU migrated the Retirees
mailing list to a new system, and Wes Hubert is managing that list.

I posted the announcement for Val Stella’s presentation to the university calendar.

KU Parking updated their billing system which affected our ability to purchase day permits for our
guest speakers. I supplied the information they needed to restart our access.

David Mannering

Wednesday Coffee Hour (Ten O’Clock Scholars)

The Wednesday Coffee (AKA Ten O’clock Scholars) met every Wednesday at 10:00 AM.
Generally, our meetings followed the Technology Studies meeting (1st & 3™ Wednesdays) or the
Garden Seminar (2™ and 4" Wednesdays) at 9 a.m. Meetings were at the Adams Alumni Center
all year thanks to scheduling help from Ben Shepley at KU Alumni. Attendance varied between
20 and 36 members. Coffee was delivered by Hy-Vee, and treats were supplied by member
volunteers, except on the third meeting of the month which had birthday cake from Hy-Vee. KUAA
President Heath Peterson spoke to our group in March updating us on the transition of KU Alumni
from a paid membership-based model to their new more broadly accessed affiliation. The Endacott
Society is an affiliated organization of the KU Alumni.

Lindy Eakin
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