
KU RETIREES / ENDACOTT SOCIETY

Selected 1983 -2023 Highlights



KU in 1923



Paul S. Endacott ‘23

• B.S., Civil Engineering

• 1923 National Player of the Year

• Led KU to two Helms Foundation 

National Championships

• 44 years at Phillips Petroleum

His generosity established a 

“KU Retirees Club” in 1983 – 

later the Endacott Society.



Paul Endacott ’23, 

President

 

K.S. “Boots” Adams, ‘21, 

Chairman and CEO 

Stanley Learned, ‘24, ’36, 

Executive VP 

Jayhawks at Phillips Petroleum, 1951



February 16, 1981:  The family of K.S. “Boots” Adams pledged $1.3 million 

for a new alumni center.  An anonymous donor also pledged $700,000.



“KU receives Alumni Center 

gift honoring retired faculty”
KU news release announced the Endacott family’s 

“major gift” to provide a retiree suite in the 

Adams Alumni Center.

May 28, 1981



June 1982 

First retiree newsletter 

announces plans to 

form an organization 

for retired faculty 



• First general meeting of retired faculty 

members is held

• Constitution and by-laws adopted

• Emeritus Chancellor Raymond Nichols 

elected president.

March 16, 1983



May 15, 1983

KU Alumni Association 

celebrated its 100th 

anniversary with the 

dedication of the 

K.S. “Boots” Adams 

Alumni Center



Sept. 21, 1984 

Traditions:

Celebrating 

birthdays . .



1984

Traditions: 

KU Retirees 

Pool Room

In Adams 

Alumni Center



1986

Traditions:

Coffee Hour . .



1988



April 14, 1988 

When KU 

concerts were 

held in Hoch 

Auditorium, the 

Retirees Club 

held pre-concert 

dinners.



The Retirees’ Club celebrated

its fifth anniversary by giving 

$5,000 to Campaign Kansas, 

KU’s $150 million fund drive.

October 1988



KU Retirees Rights and Benefits (RRB) 

Committee formed to review and recommend:

•  Health care, 

•  Alumni association membership,

•  Retiree listings in KU directory, and 

•  Faculty handbook references to retirees.
 

Fall 1992



• First meeting held away from the Adams 

Alumni Center

• Biggest attendance ever at a birthday 

party: 175 – 180 members

• Welcoming event for new Chancellor 

Robert Hemenway and his wife, Leah

“We’re told [the Chancellor] 

had expected a small gathering 

and was pleased and surprised 

to meet so many retirees.”

 

– Nancy Hambleton

June 9, 1995 

Chancellor and Mrs. Hemenway at the 

Adams Alumni Center, Jan. 8, 1995



Oct. 19, 1995

Traditions:

Outings and 

travel . .

Hayride



Aug. 16, 1997



Jan. 8, 1997

Passing of Paul Endacott

KU Retirees Club held a tribute 

in his honor on April 22, 1997.



Sept. 17, 1999

KU Retirees’ Club re-named “Endacott Society”



Sept. 11, 2003

Birthday party and 

20th anniversary 

observance



Oct. 31, 2019

Traditions:

When a 

Potluck Dinner 

coincided with 

Halloween . .



• Classes were cancelled, students went home, life changed.

• Endacott Society members donated food and money to the 

student-operated Campus Cupboard food pantry.

• Nov. 24, 2021: Vaccinated members met for coffee at Dillon’s 

for the first indoor gathering in person since Feb. 2020.

2020-21: Surviving the Covid-19 Pandemic



Listeners to Old Time Radio, 

and other Endacott groups and 

programs, adapted to Zoom.

2020



Returning to New Normal: 2021-23

2022: Crystal Bridges Museum Trip

2022: Sunflowers show support for Ukraine

2023: Amelia Earhart Hangar Museum Trip



October 7, 2022: Endacott Tour of Jayhawk Welcome Center construction

During 2021-23, the 

Endacott Society 

vacated its Adams 

Alumni Center office 

space during renovation

of the building and 

construction of the 

adjoining Jayhawk 

Welcome Center.



More than 30 Endacott members got a preview 

of the new Jayhawk Welcome Center.



Feb. 3, 2023: Moving In

Wall space in new office 

for extensive oral history 

collection



April 12, 2023

First Coffee Hour in renovated Adams Alumni Center



Thanks to Endacott Presidents: 1983-96

Ray Nichols 

1983-85

Joe Marzluff

1985-86

G. Baley Price

1987-88

Margaret Saricks

1988-89

Arno Kepper

1989-91

William “Bill” Kelley

1991-92

Pat Collinson Kelly

1992-93

George Forman

1993-94

Nancy Hambleton

1994-95

Walter Crockett

1995-96



Thanks to Endacott Presidents: 1996-2006

Evelyn Swartz

1996-97

Grant Goodman

1997-98

Art Lamb

1998-99

Lee Young

1999-2000

Barbara McCorkle

2000-01

Margaret Daicoff

2001-02

Albert Sellen

2002-03

Fred Madaus

2003-04

Max Lucas

2004-05

Edwyna Gilbert

2005-06



Thanks to Endacott Presidents: 2006-16

Tom Eblen

2006-07

Arnold Weiss

2007-08

Jerry Niebaum

2008-09

Victor Wallace

2009-10

Bruce Linton

2010-11

Sandra Wiechert 

2011-12

John and Linda 

Mullens, 2012-13

Robert Hohn

2013-14

Ellen Reid Gold

2014-15

Tom McCoy

2015-16



Thanks to Endacott Presidents: 2016-24

Alan Swarts

2016-17

Allen Wiechert

2017-18

Paul Lim

2018-19

David Mannering

2019-20

Jo and Cal Cink

2020-21

President-Elect

2022

Paul Willhite

Omofolabo Ajayi-

Soyinka, 2021-22

MaryKay Mahoney

2022-23

David Mannering

2023-24



KU in 2023

Endacott Society at

Adams Alumni Center



With Appreciation to Mary Jane Dunlap

for Endacott Society Historical Research
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